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Bavarian Nordic Launches National Pharmacy Initiative to Help Close Mpox Vaccination Gap  

New initiative with a U.S. national pharmacy chain uses proactive outreach, pharmacist engagement 

and convenient pharmacy access to help connect eligible adults with mpox vaccination  

• Despite ongoing risk, more than 60% of eligible individuals in the U.S. remain unvaccinated against mpox, 

highlighting a persistent gap between vaccine eligibility and vaccination – leaving millions without optimal 

protection1  

• Through a new initiative with a U.S. national pharmacy chain, Bavarian Nordic aims to help bridge this 

gap through targeted education, outreach and pharmacy access  

DURHAM, UNITED STATES, August 31, 2026 – Bavarian Nordic Inc, a subsidiary of Bavarian Nordic A/S (BAVA), 

today announced the launch of a new pharmacy-based initiative with a U.S. national pharmacy chain designed 

to help connect more eligible adults with mpox vaccination through proactive education, outreach and 

convenient pharmacy access. 

Despite ongoing risk, only about one in four Americans eligible for mpox vaccination are fully vaccinated.1 Of 

an estimated two million people eligible for vaccination, more than 60% remain unvaccinated with 33% of those 

having not completed the CDC-recommended two-dose series — highlighting a persistent gap between vaccine 

eligibility and vaccination.¹ 

Through proactive individualized outreach, pharmacist engagement and convenient pharmacy access, the 

initiative is designed to help address barriers between vaccine eligibility and vaccination and connect eligible 

individuals with opportunities to take the next step in helping protect themselves against mpox. 

“Vaccination remains one of the most important tools available to help protect people at increased risk for 

mpox, but eligibility alone does not ensure people are connected with vaccination,” said Lee Ann Kimak, Vice 

President, Commercial for North America at Bavarian Nordic. “By working through the retail pharmacy channel, 

we have an opportunity to meet eligible individuals where they already access care and help make the path 

from awareness to vaccination more direct.” 

The initiative brings together Bavarian Nordic’s expertise in mpox prevention with the reach and accessibility of 

a national pharmacy network to help close the gap between eligibility and vaccination. Rather than relying 

primarily on individuals to seek vaccination on their own, the initiative is designed to proactively reach and 

engage eligible adults through targeted outreach, pharmacist engagement and convenient access to care. 

“One of the challenges facing mpox education is that the sense of urgency has faded, but the need for prevention 

has not,” said Brian Hujdich, Executive Director at the National Coalition of LGBTQ+ Health. “People who could 

benefit from vaccination may not realize that it is still recommended for them, may have questions about their 

risk, or simply may not prioritize vaccination. Giving people an opportunity to have that conversation with a 

pharmacist and, when appropriate, get vaccinated in a convenient setting can help keep mpox prevention and 

public attention from fading.” 

The initiative will initially launch across 14 priority U.S. markets, with potential expansion over time, and 
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focuses on adults who may be at increased risk for mpox and who have not yet initiated or completed the 

recommended mpox vaccination series. 

 

Mpox is a viral disease that spreads primarily through close personal contact and can cause a painful rash, 

fever, swollen lymph nodes and other flu-like symptoms.2 The CDC reports that mpox continues to occur in the 

United States and that most cases are among people who are unvaccinated or have received only one vaccine 

dose.3,4 While anyone can contract mpox, those at higher risk include gay, bisexual and other men who have 

sex with men, and transgender or nonbinary people.2 

Eligible individuals can learn more about mpox prevention and vaccination by visiting 

www.EmpoweredAgainstMpox.com.  

About the smallpox/mpox vaccine 

MVA-BN or Modified Vaccinia Ankara-Bavarian Nordic is the only non-replicating mpox vaccine approved in the 

U.S., Switzerland, Singapore and Mexico, Canada, and the EU/EEA and United Kingdom. Originally developed as 

a smallpox vaccine in collaboration with the U.S. government to ensure the supply of a smallpox vaccine for 

the entire population, including immunocompromised individuals who are not recommended vaccination with 

traditional replicating smallpox vaccines, MVA-BN has been indicated for use in the general population in 

individuals considered at risk for smallpox or mpox infection. 

About Bavarian Nordic 

Bavarian Nordic is a global vaccine company with a mission to improve health and save lives through innovative 

vaccines. We are a preferred supplier of mpox and smallpox vaccines to governments to enhance public health 

preparedness and have a leading portfolio of travel vaccines. For more information, visit www.bavarian-

nordic.com  

Contact media: 

Mark Clarke, Leader, U.S. Channel Marketing, mack@bavarian-nordic.com, Tel: 812-327-6996 

Isabel Hagbrink, Head of Media Relations, isha@bavarian-nordic.com, Tel: + 45 71 79 67 33  

Media are also encouraged to visit https://www.bavarian-nordic.com/media/mpox for additional background 

information and media kit, including photos and b-roll. 
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